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Here is a bumper sticker that was found in our file. We do not know what year it was created -
possibly 2013.
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Baltimore Life: People, Pets And Eternal Rest

Bonheur Memorial Park,
billed as “America’s largest
and finest memorial park for
pets,” won special zoning
approval in Howard County
this April to bury people and
pets together in the same
cemetery.

Curiously, placing the cre-
mated remains of humans in
pet cemetaries is not illegal,
but Bonheur was forced to
seek special zoning to allow
human burials in caskets with-
in its gates. There are already
eight persons’ ashes interred
now with their pets at Bonheur,
including the remains of one
man which were placed inside
his dog’s casket. The most
recent cremation/burial ®as
of a one-time Prince Georges
County commissioner who
was laid to rest last summer
next to his five dogs. “His wife
will be interred there when she
goes,” says William A, Green,
owner of Bonheur.

Aside from Paw Prints
Garden in west Chicago, says
a spokeswoman for the Na-
tional Association of Pet
Cemeteries, Bonheur is the
only pet park in the country to
offer such a humane service.
Located just 12 miles from
downtown Baltimore on
Washington Boulevard in Elk-
ridge, Bonheur has been in
Operation since 1935, begun
by a forgotten Baltimore City
politician named Eddie Gross.

“We have everything from
elephants to hamsters,” owner
Green says of the 8,000 pets
interred on the cemetery’s 11-
acre grounds. Residents in-
clude two canine mascots for
the former Baltimore Bullets
and Mary Ann, an elephant
from the Baltimore Zoo who
had to have a concrete foun-
dation dug around her to serve
as a grave.

There are myna birds, mon-
keys and mice; raccoons, rab-
bits and ferrets. Plans are
being made to bury six race-
horses, a difficult feat because
once horses die, Green notes,
“it'’s impossible to fold their
legs.”

Now people will be added to
the list of permanent residents
at Bonheur, although there are
some human ashes there now.
Sixteen people have already
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Mrs. Edward Floyd (above) of
Baltimore says goodbye ro Teddy
Bear, a ten-vear old half-poodle,
half-Pekinese dog who was “just
like a member of the family."

At this time, Mr. and Mrs. Flovd
(right) say they have no interest in
being buried alongside Teddy
Bear. But at suburban Bonheur
Memorial Park, one of the two pet
cemeteries in the country to offer
such services, the option will al-
ways be open to them.

purchased space next to their
pets, anticipating a reunion in
the hereafter with their four-
legged friends. One couple
reportedly wants to share a
“family plot” with their dog
and ten cats.

- Elaborate funeral rites for
humans haye long been con-
sidered a dandy practice, but

when it comes to burying pets,

at the viewing in front of Teddy

Other members of the Floyd JSamily
Bear's open casker.
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some scoff. When it comes to
burying pets with people,
they scoff even more. Anita
Hertz, of northeast Baltimore,
is far from the grave, yet she is
looking forward to being reu-
nited with her two cherished
pups, Ginger and Peanut.

“The reason 1 prefer to be
buried with my pets is that
people lack all the attributes,
all the tenderness and all the
love that animals have,” she
says sincerely.

“If you would leave it up to
my family, they would put me
in a. people’s cemetery and
then I'd end up haunting peo-
ple forever. If I thought I'd
have to lie for all eternity next
to people, I wouldnt- rest
well.”

Bernadette Leiben is an-
other Baltimore woman who
will probably join her pets at
Bonheur some day. “I'm not
senile, believe me. I think I
should have the right to be
buried with my pets,” she says.
“A lot of people think I'm a
damned fool, but the more I
see of people, the more I like
animals.”

She liked her six dogs and a
cat enough to bury them at
Bonheur and spend about
82,000 total on their parting
ceremonies. “I don’t regret a
penny of it,” she says.

“There’s certainly nothing
unusual or peculiar about it,”
Green says. The people who
wish to be interred with their
pets often have no living rela-
tives or friends. “They are just
people who love their pets.
They loved them in life and
continue to love them in
death,” he concludes.

The 27-year-old Catons-
ville resident talks in a friend-
ly, disarming voice, perfectly
suited to his line of work. He
buries an average of 300 pets a
year, complete with a service
by a priest or rabbi if you so
choose , a eulogy if you like, a
few close friends who under-
stand. Perhaps, even a few
paw-bearers,

For an extra fee, candles
will be lit at your loved one's
grave on the anniversary of his
or her birth or death, and on
Christmas and Easter. If your
furry friend was Jewish, Cha-
nukah and Passover are re-
membered as well,

Ground for a human grave

costs $240 at Bonheur, com-
parable to traditional cemeter-
ies; Tack on another $220
charge to open and close the
grave. As for the casket and
mortician work, Green says,
“The undertaker handles all of
that.”

For a small pet grave,
including opening and closing
charge, a pet owner can expect
to pay $225 at Bonheur. A
larger grave, let’s say for a
Shetland pony, could cost up
to $400, while the caskets
Green manufactures, available
in wood or metal with crepe or
satin linings, run from $80 to
$285. Then there are markers.
“We have markers that go up
to $600,” Green says, estimat-
ing a person could spend “bet-
ter than $1,000 for everything”
if he wanted to send his pet out
in style.

Green is opening a new,
3,600-grave section of the
cemetery this summer. He is
also contemplating erecting a
mausoleum for people and
pets who don’t like it below
ground or for those who prefer
cremation.

The Baltimore metropolitan
area alone supports four tradi-
tional pet cemeteries. Colonial
Pet Rest in Annapolis opened
its gates last October. Dulaney
Pet Haven in Cockeysville has
been in operation since 1968
and has more than 500 ani-
mals under its “perpetual
care.” Oakleigh Pet Cemetery,

Bonheur Memorial Park is opening a new, 3,600-gi

near Parkville, has a three-
acre tract for pet burial; one
woman reportedly has laid to
rest 108 cats there.

Although those memorial
parks have had inquiries and
requests about dual burials,
only Bonheur has answered
the call.

The markers at Bonheur are
fitting testimony to the feeling
of bereaved pet owners, who
still  pine for their tail-

wagging, panting partners . . .

Teddy Bear is lowered into his grave at Bonheur Memorial Park. Due to
recent Howard County zoning changes, now humans can be laid to rest
alongside their devoted pets.

rave section this summ

mausoleum for people who wish to be buried with their pets.

“Tiny: You gave us the only
true love a mother and daddy
could ever receive and you will
be in our hearts every day.”

“Peanuts Prestianni: Lone'-
liness was a stranger until
now, Mommie.”

“Peéggy Cognac: Memories
are a treasure that no one can
steal, death is a heartache no
one can heal.”

“Sparky Walther: God’s
friend now.”

— Bruce Friedland
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Cemetery advocate's crusade goes on - baltimoresun.com http://www. baltimoresun.com/news/maryland/howard/elkridge
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Cemetery advocate's crusade goes on E I I SAVACE

Eternal Justice founder takes up pet cemetery cause in Howard

Have news from the
B8 commms o 63 Tweet <4 Recommend - 49 Elkridge/Savage area? Submit
your news and photos here, or

contact reporter Sara Toth .

Email her at stoth@patuxent.com or call at
410-332-6655.
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Lomgtinie Marviand cemelery advocate Carolyn Jacobs has joued forces with resicents i Howad County protestng
plans to develop the Rosa Boheur Menonal Pak. o combmation pet and hnag cemtery w Ellaidge (Damel Kucm Jr
Special to The Balwnore Sun / October 13, 2013)
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By Arthur Hirsch, The Baltimore Sun
5:00 a.m. EDT, Oclober 23, 2013

Carolyn Jacobi's broad-brimmed hat and cape stood out bright

Death Records Online

red against a gray aftermoon recently at Rosa Bonheur

Memorial Park in Elkridge, a combined pet and human Ancestry.com/DeathRecords
! . :
cemetery, the latest stop in her 18-year national crusade for the 1) Enter anyone's name 2) Find their
2 Advocates plan rally 1o oppose death record now!

buried dead and their loved ones. cemetery development

In a voice ringing with a preacher's passion, she told some
three dozen people protesting possible development that she
would fight to protect cemeleries “as long as God puts breath
in my body, as long as | have a brain."

] FlORHRE

Newsroom directory | Social Sun
At 74 years old, she told them, this is her life: visiting
cemeteries, taking on another battle.

Advocates for Elkridge cemetery

oppose development zoning

"I have no social life, | have no personal life." said Jacobi, = Cemetery should be maintined for pet
founder of Eternal Justice Inc., a one-woman national owners' peace [Letter] ‘
consumer advocacy campaign she runs from her Prince

George's County home. "This is my social life. Going into
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