
  

Welcome to the Elkridge 
Heritage Society!

Order of events:

● Craig Pool, President, will give an update from the Board and discuss Memberships
● Bill Evans will give the Treasurer’s Report
● Tina Barton will talk about Veterans from Elkridge
● Mary Bahr will talk about another special person who served
● Audience Participation – tell us about other veterans, and peruse our military 

collection
● Refreshments at the Brumbaugh House



  



  



  

Veterans Day in Elkridge

Veterans Day began as Armistice Day in 1919 to 
honor World War I veterans, becoming an official 

holiday in 1938. 

After World War II and the Korean War, the 
holiday was renamed Veterans Day in 1954 to 

honor veterans of all American wars. 



  

The Revolutionary War
Col. Thomas Dorsey:

According to the Howard County Chapter of DAR, He 
was a member of the Maryland Convention, July 
1775. He was appointed a field officer in the 
Elk Ridge Battalion, February 1776. Then, in 1778, 
he was commissioned as Colonel of the Elk 
Ridge Battalion. 



  

The War of 1812

William Earp was a veteran of the Battle of 
Bladensburg. 

Sadly, American forces, primarily poorly-trained 
militia, quickly broke and retreated under fire from 
battle-hardened British veterans. This allowed the 
British to March into Washington DC. 



  

Civil War
● William Hudson

Though from Deleware, he was part of the Army who were 
guarding the Viaduct at Relay. He met and married his wife 
Mary Kane during that time, and settled in the Relay/Elkridge 
area. His son James was also a veteran as we shall see. His 
grandson J. Francis Hubbard was also a veteran from 
Elkridge.

● Dr. Samuel Henry, though perhaps not an official veteran, 
was remembered for serving the army camps during the Civil 
War to the point of exhaustion. 



  

Spanish American War
● James Hudson was a disabled veteran born in 

Elkridge. He was admitted to a home for 
disabled veterans in Hampton Virginia in 1928. 
However, there is evidence that he was a 
boarder in Baltimore in the 1930s and 1940s. 
He died in the Veterans Hospital in Hampton 
Virginia in 1950. He never married.



  

World War 1

Dr Benjamin Bruce 
Brumbaugh – 1st 
Lieutenant, Army Medical 
Corp

Dr. B. served state-side but 
had stories about the 
horrific injuries to soldiers 
that he treated here.



  

World War 2
● There are too many to name them all.
● Our uniform, shown here, was donated by 

Elaine Lynn, wife of Edmund Lynn who was the 
veteran

● We want to give a special shout-out to The 
Young Family, The Richardson Family, and 
Melvin March, and Polly Cutler, to follow



  

Johnny Young

John served as a Sergeant, 124th Infantry 
Regiment, 31st Infantry Division, U.S. Army 
during World War II. He was drafted into the 
Army and reported for duty on May 29, 1942 in 
Baltimore, Maryland. He was sent to the South 
Pacific. His first Purple Heart was for being 
wounded in the Solomons Islands. He was 
Killed In Action  and was awarded a Purple 
Heart with one Oak Leaf Cluster. 

His brother Howard also served in WW2, and 
received a bronze metal and a purple heart. His 
brother Nelson flew B17 bombers in WW2 and 
received 4 purple hearts. His brother George 
served in the Korean War.

Their cousin Frank Crowson also served, and 
was a firefigher with EVFD. 



  

The Richardson Brothers
● Seawood Richardson was Dr. Brumbaugh’s 

driver and gardener. He served in WW2 as a 
warrant officer. (top photo). He became a 
florist in Randallstown. 

● Francis served in WW2 as well. He also 
helped in Dr. B’s garden before moving 
away from Elkridge.  (bottom photo)

● Their brother William registered for the draft 
but we are not sure if he served.

● Unfortunately, this family does not appear in 
our “Honoring our Veterans” project from 
2000. We would very much like to know 
more!



  

Other Casualties of WW2
● Other names on the Memorial Plaque who died in action during WW2 are 

* John Owings – Army Air Corps – died in a Japanese POW camp
* Robert Redd – USMC – went down with the USS Indianapolis which 
was torpedoed
* Samuel Wilderson - 8th Air Corps – his plane went down on his 5th 
mission from England
* Charles White – Army 45th Division – Army scout hit by a sniper’s bullet 
in Nuremberg one month before the war ended.
* Horace (Eugene) Phelps – Merchant Marines – his ship struck a stray 
mine in 1946. He was the only casualty. 

● Additionally, Melvin March was lost at sea over the Pacific in WW2. He is 
part of the Marc/March family – more on the next slide



  

Melvin March – Gravestone is at St. 
Augustine’s



  

Korean War, Vietnam, Gulf War etc

In addition to George Young, James Francis 
Hubbard, who is the grandson of the 
aforementioned William Henry Harrison Hudson 
served in Korea. 

So did Jack Bateman, Leroy Bauman, Ed 
Huber Jr, and many many more.



  

Big John Merson
● “Big John Merson” was a 

sergeant in the Army during 
Vietnam. He was also 
involved with the Elkridge 
Volunteer Fire Department 
and worked for Howard 
County Parks & Rec, 
devoted to Rockburn Park.



  

Others Who Served
● Benjamin and Jerome Bujanowski, David Koehler, and 

James Harvey Nelson also served in Vietnam. James also 
served in the Gulf War. 

● We have many more names in our books for WW2, Korea, 
Peace-time, Cold War etc.

● You are invited to peruse our materials and also send in more 
materials for veterans, after Mary tells us one more story.

● Also if you want to volunteer to help plan a big event like the 
“Honoring our Veterans” event in 2000, please let us know. 
We can’t do this without help.



  

Polly Cutler

● Polly Cutler White was a WASP
● The Women’s Airforce Service Pilots (WASPs) was a WW2 

civil service organization, consisting of approximately 1,037 
women from across the nation who volunteered to pilot open-
cockpit planes for various military duties.



  

Polly Cutler, Continued
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