
Elkridge Food Pantry History 
 
The Elkridge Food Pantry operates out of a building that belongs to Melville Chapel, called the 
Good Samaritan Outreach Center. 
 
According to articles in the Elkridge Viaduct Newspaper, it is a nonprofit formed around 1986 by 
Herman F. Prehn, founder of the Elkridge Love Mission, and Michael Graff. The “Elkridge Love 
Emergency Food Pantry” erected a memorial marker to Herman Prehn, 1929-2012. Just known 
as the Elkridge Food Pantry, it is run completely by volunteers. The Elkridge Kiwanis Club used 
to raise money for the Food Pantry but their charter was revoked in 2007.  
 
The following appeared in the August-September 1989 Viaduct: 

 
As for land records, this is 
kind of a rabbit hole, because 
apparently the Food Pantry is 
not on a subdivided lot, but 
part of Melville’s land. Melville 
Chapel itself was built in 
1885. It was on land that was 
part of the Hanover Tract 
which extended from the 
Patapsco River to Hanover 
Road. An 1850 Howard 
County deed in book 10, page 
189 references the sale from 
William Mills to the trustees of 
Melville Chapel. But William 
Mills was conveyed the land 
earlier in the year by the Elk 
Ridge Landing Lyceum (deed 
10/328), which apparently 
was formed by the Maryland 
General Assembly. A Lyceum 
is a meeting hall used for 
educational lectures and the 
like. In 1836, the Lyceum 
bought the land from Asher 
and Matilda Earp (23/525), 

and it appears the land was already laid out for a meeting house and burial ground. Though this 
is less about the Elkridge Food Pantry and more about Melville, I found this history fascinating. 
Who knew we had a Lyceum? And did anything ever come of it? 


