
The Elk Ridge Landing Lyceum

Did you know Elk Ridge Landing had a lyceum? A lyceum is basically a library for the well-to-do – to 
have a reading room, educational lectures, etc.

In 1835, the Elk Ridge Landing Lyceum was incorporated by an act of the Maryland State Assembly. In 
the document in the Maryland State Archives that has the laws all transcribed, the one affecting the 
Lyceum started about ¾ of the way down on page 150 of the Session Laws book for 1835, Chapter 143.

The document is on line, and the link to the first page is below. You can page down from there, but I 
have included all 3 pages in this document for your benefit.

https://msa.maryland.gov/megafile/msa/speccol/sc2900/sc2908/000001/000214/html/am214-
-149.html 

It is not known how long the Lyceum stayed in operation, but the property was sold to Melville 
Methodist Episcopal Church in 1850. William Mills sold it to them. He got the property from the 
Lyceum in an earlier dated deed, 10/328 (though recorded later, it was written earlier). Mills apparently 
held the mortgage for the church, and a later deed shows where Melville paid it off. The Lyceum got 
the property from Asher and Matilda Earp in 1836 (deed 23/525). Asher Earp was one of the founders 
of the Lyceum, as was William Hill.

Without further ado, see the Maryland law below.






