
In Search Of Little Folks Camp, Elkridge MD, circa 1950-1965 

On September 18, 2023, the Greater Elkridge Facebook Group received a query from Dustin Thacker 

stating, “I am researching some family history and I am looking to learn about the "Little Folks Camp" 

here in Elkridge Md. It was run by Dr and Grace Burkett from Baltimore. Approximately 1950-1965ish. 

My first question, where was the farm/camp located? Is it still in the family?” He had already seen the 

camp mentioned in obituaries found on line. Two obituaries are included in the Appendix. 

The curator of the Elkridge Heritage Society was not familiar with the camp but was very interested in 
learning about it for the Society’s archive, so we have organized all the tips from various contributors to 
the Facebook thread in this document. 
 
One hint came from someone in the Facebook group who shared a page from the Baltimore Afro-
American newspaper, from January 6, 1979. An excerpt of the page is included in the appendix of this 
record. Of particular interest was a column by Marie Phillips Cooke called “R.S.V.P.”. In addition to all 
the New Years happenings, she states that “When we were very small, Grace Burkett – whom we called 
“Splash” ran the Little Folks Camp out in Elkridge, where her dad, Dr. Thomas J. Woolridge had a home . 
. .  she called from Albuquerque to say that her dad, whom we called “Papa” had died at the age of 94 . . 
. she’s en route home to Baltimore for the burial.” 
 
Another Greater Elkridge Facebook group member went into the Maryland Land Records and discovered 
that Thomas Woolridge sold his farm to Leeds Corporation in 1970. It was on the north side of the 
Baltimore-Washington Turnpike. See the Maryland Land Records Lib. 559 fol. 33. However, The 
Woolridges sold a 6 acre portion of their land to the Burketts in February 1959. (Lib 328 Fol 580). The 
Burketts sold the land to Samuel and Constance Pistorio in 1971. (Lib 548 Fol 421). Pistorio was a major 
developer. He did Turf Valley. He quickly sold the 6 acres that he bought from the Burketts to Leeds 
Corp. in 1971. In 1974, Leeds transferred the Woolridge and Burkett parcels to Kaiser Aetna, along with 
other contiguous parcels (683/372). The transfer record says it's Map 37 parcel 570. It's "The Village at 
Elkridge" (apartment complex) development off Ducketts Lane, across from the Roberts junkyard on US. 
Route 1. 
 



 
 
 
 
Appendix 
 

I. Obituary of Grace Burkett  
 
As shown on FindAGrave.com 
 
Grace W. Burkett, of Albuquerque since 1973, died on February 16, 2006, a month before 
her 91st birthday. She is survived by her children, Robert Burkett and June Chapman; 
daughter-in-law, Carmen; son-in-law, Joseph; grandchildren, Christian Colotario, Uilani and 
Thomas Burkett; Jeffrey, Granger, and Evette Chapman; great-grandchildren, Dranreb, 
Darnyl, and Darien Colotario, Christopher and Jasmine; two sisters-in-law; many nieces, 
nephews and good friends.  
 
Mrs. Burkett earned her teaching certificate from Coppin Normal School in 1935, a Bachelor 
of Arts Degree from Morgan State College in 1937, and her Master of Arts Degree from New 
York University in 1945, all with concentrations in early childhood education.  
 
An educator for 38 years in the Baltimore City Public Schools, Mrs. Burkett is known for her 
love of little children. Widely respected for her superior skills as a teacher, she taught 
kindergarten, 1st and 2nd grades and piloted the Ford Foundation's early school admissions 
program which later became Headstart.  
 
Mrs. Burkett also started and operated for 17 years her own summer camp for 3-7 year olds 
in Elkridge, MD. In Albuquerque, she was for many years an active member of the Paradise 
Hills Civic Association.  



 
A loving, caring Christian woman, Mrs. Burkett cherished her relationship with the Lord 
Jesus Christ; knowing that she is with Him supersedes our missing her on earth. Service will 
be held at French Mortuary - Westside Chapel on Thursday, February 23, 2006, at 11:00 a.m. 
Interment will be in Baltimore National Cemetery beside her husband, Robert Burkett, a 
veteran of the U.S. Navy. Friends and family may visit on Thursday, one hour prior to 
Services. To our "Amazing" Grace: Your Kindness and warmth were shared with all, Your 
smile gave us a lift; Your life - well lived - a beacon bright God's precious, loving gift. French 
Mortuary 9300 Golf Course Rd. NW (505) 897-0300 

 
II. Obituary of Ambia Vondalee Rucker 

 
As shown on vaughncgreene.com, her obituary states 
 
Mrs. Ambia Vondalee Rucker, 82, passed away peacefully while surrounded by her sons, on 
February 27, 2023.  
 
Affectionately known as Von or Vondalee, she was born in Baltimore, Maryland, on August 
20, 1940, and was the daughter of the late Staff Sgt. Bennie Patterson and the late Ambia 
Woolridge Patterson Neale. She attended Harriet Tubman Junior High School in Howard 
County, MD, and then St. Francis de Sales High School in Powhatan County, Virginia, which 
opened as a boarding school for African American and Native American girls. She graduated 
from there in 1959.  
 
During her early years, Mrs. Rucker spent much of her time with her grandparents, Thomas 
Woolridge, Sr., MD., and Etna Humbert Woolridge on their farm in Elkridge, MD. Her 
fondest memories were working and playing on the farm with her cousin, June Chapman, 
and participating in the annual "Little Folks' Camp" under the direction of her Aunt Grace 
Burkett.  
 
Mrs. Rucker, following in the footsteps of her mother, aunt, and uncles, attended and 
graduated from Morgan State University in 1964 with B.A. in Sociology. There, she met her 
future husband, Dr. James Tarver Rucker, Sr. It was also a place where she, her cousin June, 
and other students decided to take a stand for civil rights by protesting Northwood 
Theatre's refusal to let blacks enter. She and other Morgan State University students were 
arrested and jailed for several days. With significant outside pressure and white students 
from Baltimore area colleges joining black students from Morgan State in the protests, the 
Baltimore City Mayor announced that Northwood Theatre would open its doors to blacks 
and release students from jail. In 2015, Morgan State University awarded Mrs. Rucker an 
Honorary Doctorate Degree, along with other students who were arrested in this 
movement.  
 
Following her graduation, Mrs. Rucker worked for the D.C. Department of Recreation as 
Center Director, the Baltimore City Department of Social Services as a Foster Care Worker, 
and the American Red Cross as Customer Service Representative.  
 
She also had an international trade business in the late 1970s that launched as Von's 
Imports and Exports. As she phased out of the international business scene, she developed a 



passion for international fashion, which led her to establish her business, Ambi-Xotic. She 
designed and sewed beautiful pieces of clothing which were often featured in the many 
fashion shows she participated in or hosted.  
 
Mrs. Rucker enjoyed attending professional events with her husband, including those 
sponsored by Chi Delta Mu, a professional Allied Health fraternity that was co-founded by a 
family member, Charles Humbert at Howard University. She found great joy in camping trips 
with the "Black Hawk" camping club. Also, she loved entertaining, cooking, sewing, and 
spending time with family and friends.  
 
Mrs. Rucker is predeceased by her husband, Dr. James Rucker, Sr. Her memories will 
continue to be cherished by her three sons, James Jr., Ivan (Sandra), and Alfred (Janaé), 
three beautiful granddaughters: Camryn, Kayla, and AVA; best friend Levonne Harris; a host 
of loving family members and friends.  
 
Viewing and visitation will be held at Vaughn Greene Funeral Home in Randallstown, MD on 
Monday, March 13, 2023, from 3:00 pm-6:00 pm. A private graveside service will be held at 
Garrison Forest Veterans Cemetery in Owings Mills, MD. In lieu of flowers, a donation in 
memory of Ambia V. Patterson Rucker may be made to the Morgan State University 
Foundation to benefit the Class of 1964 fund. Checks or money orders should be made 
payable to the Morgan State University Foundation and sent to Morgan State University, 
1700 E. Cold Spring Lane, Baltimore, MD 21251. Online donations: www.givetomorgan.org 

 
III. R.S.V.P. Column from Baltimore Afro-American newspaper 

 

http://www.givetomorgan.org/


 



 
IV. Blow-up Of Article Mentioning Little Folks Camp 

 
 

 
  

V. Interesting photo that we believe shows a shop just south of the camp, so that Mr. 

Woolridge’s land is in view in the distance. Source: 

https://artsandculture.google.com/asset/for-colored-store/ 

 

 
 

The website attributes this image to Margaret Bourke-White, 1938, with the caption “FOR 

COLORED sign atop round Coca-Cola sign tacked to a wooden Star of David in front of 

BOOKER TEA WASHINGTON store effecting a cruel display of racist condescension in the 

land of segregation.” 

 

According to our Facebook Contributor, “After much studying of maps and digging, I believe 

it is looking northbound on Route 1, roughly at Hillside Road where the self storage 

company is. The billboard behind the gas pump is still there.” (September 18, 2023) 

https://artsandculture.google.com/asset/for-colored-store/


 

VI. Side note from another Greater Elkridge Facebook Group contributor: Mar and Pistorio 

were 2 developers who bought the Rockburn mansion and several hundred acres. They 

razed a beautiful barn at Rockburn and a house as well as some of the woods and cut back 

the trees along Belmont Woods Rd preparing to develop it. They tried to rezone it to quarter 

acre lots (at that time in Ho Co the most dense zoning category was half acre zoning!) The 

county commissioners were going to allow that, except an election happened and people 

who were against quarter acre zoning won! They gave up on the development and ended up 

selling the property to DNR which added substantial acres to Patapsco State Park. 


